NVAFC Case study Sheffield Street Trees RS52: Top 10 Tree Benefits

Top 10 Tree Benefits

1. Trees and other land plants produce 25% of the planet’s oxygen. It takes 7 or 8 mature trees to produce enough oxygen for each human every year.

2. Planting trees is an easy and cost effective way to remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. The carbon stored in trees can be locked away for decades, or even centuries, providing the timber is used to create lasting items such as building materials and furniture.

3. Trees can cool built-up areas during hot weather. Planting just 10% more trees in our cities could reduce urban temperatures by 3-4°C.

4. Trees reduce storm water run-off, easing the burden on drainage and cutting the number of pollutants entering rivers. For every 5% increase in tree cover storm water run-off is cut by 2%.

5. Trees can capture toxic vehicle exhaust gases and particulates. Well-positioned trees can cut the amount of roadside pollution entering homes by up to 50%. Larger trees have greater air-cleaning potential: ones with a girth of 77cm may be 70 times more effective at removing pollution than ones measuring 8 cm. 

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Easy access to trees and woodland is linked with better health and emotional wellbeing. A highly rated study has shown that living in a tree-lined street gives the same health improvement as being 7 years younger.

7. Noise from traffic and other artificial sources can be disguised by tree sounds. Rustling leaves and bird song have been shown to soften the impact of intrusive urban sounds and a well-situated tree can reduce noise nuisance by up to 40%.

8. Trees make streets safer, for people and for play. Trees slow down traffic and make roads safer for pedestrians, encouraging journeys on foot. Trees close to homes create better play opportunities for children.

9. A house’s market value is linked to the number of trees on the street. The presence of broadleaved trees has been found to add between 5 and 18% to a home’s value.

10. Shopping areas with trees get more sales and attract more investment. Streets with more trees encourage people to stay longer and spend more money, which helps the local economy.


Adapted with permission from STAG: https://savesheffieldtreesorguk.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/top-10-tree-benefits-a5-x-2.jpg
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